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as time went on, and seems to have inherited most of Seki's manuscripts. Araki, indeed, gave the name to Seki's Seven Books,1 and upon his death in I7i8,2 at the age of seventy-eight, he could look back upon intimate associations with the mathematics of the past, and upon the renaissance in the labors of Seki, and could anticipate a fruitful future in the promise of Matsunaga.
Matsunaga was born at Kurume in Kyushu, or possibly in Terauchi in Awari. His given name being Terauchi Gompei, we find some of his works signed with the name Terauchi. He served under Naito Masaki, Lord of Taira in Iwaki and afterward Lord of Nobeoka in Kyushu, himself no mean mathematician. Indeed it was he whose insistence led Matsunaga to adopt the name tenzan for the Japanese algebra, replacing the name Kigen seiho as used by Seki. Matsunaga was a prolific writer3 and it is to him that the perpetuation of the doctrines of the master, under the title "School of Seki", was due. He died in the sixth month of I/44-4
In the statutes of the school of Seki, as laid down by him, the work was arranged in five classes, Seki himself having arranged it in three. The two upper classes were termed Betsitden and Inkaf the latter covering Seki's Seven Books, and being open only to one son of the head of the school and to two of the most promising pupils. These three initiates were required to take a blood oath of secrecy,6 and still further
1  The Seki-ryii Shichibusfio, published at Tokyo as  a memorial volume on the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of Seki's   death.    See  also ENDO,  Book IT, p. 42.    There is some doubt as to the titles of the seven books.
2  C. KAWAKITA in the Honcho Siigaku Kbenshu, p. I.
3  His works include   the  following:  Dariti Shosa (1716), Embi Empi Ryo-iutsu (l735)>   Horo   Yosan,   Hoy en  Sankyo  (1739),   Hoyen  Zassan,   Kaiko   Un-o ^747> posthumous), Kijo Tokitsho, Sampo Shiiseit Sampo Tetsujutsn.
4  As stated in a manuscript by Hagiwara.
5  These names may possibly  mean "Special Instruction"  and  "Revealed by Swearing."   One who completed these classes received the two diplomas known as Betsuden-menkyo and Inka-menkyo.
6  ENDO, Book II, p. 82 seq.    On the five diplomas see also HAYASIII, T., The Fukudai and Determinants in Japanese Mathematics, in the Tokyo Sfigakit-